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From Battlefield to Partnership: 
Honoring Papua New Guinea’s 50th Anniversary  

(Courtesy of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency) 
Members of the Tolai people perform a celebration for Papua New Guinea's 50th 
Independence Day on September 16, 2025. The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA) is grateful to its partners in Papua New Guinea and the United 
States, as well as the Papua New Guinea and the Diplomatic relations between 
the two countries following Papua New Guinea's Independence from Australia. 

Members of the US Indo-Pacific Joint Service Color Guard performed during the 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony which was hosted by the DPAA at 
the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu HI Sept 19, 2025. The 
event is held every year on the third Friday of September honoring POW's and 
MIA Service Members. DPAA's mission is to recover and identify unaccounted 
Department of Defense personnel listed as prisoners of war (POW) or missing in 
action (MIA) from designated past conflicts from countries around the world. 

The Missing Man Table will again be displayed at the entrance of the Bass Pro 
Shop on Nov. 9, 10, and 11. Please attend if possible.
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